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SUBSTANCE 



OF WHAT PASSED AT A VISIT PAID HIS HONOR JAMES 

HAMILTON! ESQ., LIEUT. GOV"- OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

BY THE BR^- JOSEPH,'' HERMANN' AND 

ROGERS.* JUNE 17, 1752. 



{A MS. in the Moravian Archives at Bethlehem.) 



After the usual compliments Bro. Joseph presented Bro. Rogers 
as an English preacher of our Church, who would for some time 

' James Hamilton, a son of Andrew Hamilton, a lawyer of eminence, was the 
fir.st American appointed Governor of the Province of Pennsylvania. Hamilton 
was Governor a second time, between November of 17.'59 and October of 1763. He 
was twice at Bethlehem ; both when on his way to, and when on his return from 
a Conference held with the Indians at Ea.ston in June of 1762. 

'' Subsequent to 1745, and until his death in 1792, Bishop Spangenberg, by a 
substitution of the Hebrew and Biblical equivalent for his given name Augustus, 
was known among the Brethren, simply as Joseph. Hence he adopted Joseph, or 
Joseph Spangenberg as his signature. 

' Frederic Emanuel Hermann came to Bethlehem in the Summer of 1750 in 
company with upwards of eighty young men, led by Henry Jorde, and imported 
on the Irene. In 1753 and again in 1759 he was settled in the ministry at Phila- 
delphia. 

* John ,Iacob Rogers, who had been educated for the ministry and who had 
taken Deacon's orders in the Church of England, united with the Brethren, prior 
to 1742, while settled at Bedford. In 1751 they appointed him minister of their 
congregation in London. In the Spring of 1752 he wa.s dispatched to Pennsyl- 
vania. Having labored in the ministry in Philadelphia and in New York, in 
July of 1758 he was appointed " English minister" to the Moravian settlements 
in Rowan county. North Carolina, which were then embraced in a distinct district 
under the name of Dobb's Parish. In the Spring of 1760 Rogers returned to 
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326 THE CAMMERHOFF TROUBLE 

act in that character in Philadelphia. The Governor expressed his 
satisfaction, and then addressing himself to Bro. Joseph, inquired 
what progress we had made in the building of our new town. 
Bro. Joseph answered that we had made some preparations of 
stone, timber, etc., and built a tavern ° for the entertainment of 
strangers and convenience of the workmen, and perhaps more 
might be done this Summer. Bro. Joseph told him also that our 
Irene had again set sail for London ; yet we wished it would suit 
our convenience to use the port of Philadelphia, but after examin- 
ing into the affair, it was found difficult, if not impracticable, for 
our captain being born near New York, and having had a long ac- 

Pennsylvania, and was again settled in Philadelphia. In July of 1762 he sailed 
for Europe in company of Bishop Spangenberg. While at Bethlehem in the 
intervals between his appointments, Bro. Rogers engaged in making translations 
into English, of Reports from the Indian Mission and of Discourses of Count 
Zinzendorf. 

The late Bishop John Rogers, of the British Province, was a grandson of the 
subject of this notice. 

' On his return from Europe in December of 1751, Bishop Spangenberg, in ac- 
cordance with instructions he had received from Zinzendorf, projected a new 
settlement on the " Nazareth tract," after the model of the Brethren's settlements 
in Germany. It was therefore designed to be, what in Moravian parlance is 
called an Ortggemeine, that is, a Moravian village, whose type was not as yet repre- 
sented in this country, as the Brethren of Bethlehem and Nazareth constituted an 
Economy or Family. Although it was midwinter, the town of Onadenstadt, (for 
so it was to be called,) was surveyed and laid out (January 3, 1752,) on 160 acres 
of land, stretching north in the valley above the Whitefield House ; stone were 
quarried and hauled, and a dwelling completed in the following Spring. A house 
of entertainment and a store were also erected. The former (called " the Rose," 
since August 6, 1754,) is the tavern alluded to in the text. Its foundation stone 
was laid May 27, and September 15, 1752, it was occupied by John Schaub and 
Divert, his wife. 

At this stage of the settlement, however, further work was suspended, as the 
inhabitants of Nazareth, most of whom it was contemplated locating at Gnaden- 
stadt, declined to abandon the mode of life in which they had been living since 
1744. 

The dwelling alluded to above, stood empty accordingly until in May of 1760, 
when it was occupied by John George Glaus and his family. In 1761 Gottlieb 
Demuth and others took up lots on the site of the projected village of Gnaden- 
stadt, and in June of 1762 the then growing settlement was called Schomeek, the 
name of an Austrian estate of the old family of Zinzendorf 

On October 3, 1762, the first meeting-house at Schceneck was dedicated to the 
worship of God by Bishops Nathaniel Seidel and Matthew Hehl. The present 
church in the village was dedicated October 20, 1793. 
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quaintan(« with the merchants there, e^in more easily pjet freight to 
and from New York than Pliiladelphia (passengers alone not being 
sufficient for the purpose), especially if we consider that most of 
the merchants in Philadelphia have their own ships. Which the 
Governor acknowledged to be satisfactory, but observed withal that 
some people pretended the true reason was that our Brethren and 
Sisters took this cx)urse purposely to avoid, at their arrival, taking 
the usual oath of allegiance and supremacy. But Bro. Joseph as- 
sured him that the above reason was the true one, and to convince 
his Honor that our Brethren and Sisters were faithfid subjects, they 
were at all times ready at his command to come hither and give 
their affirmation ; but this he did not seem to think necessary, 
declaring it was not his own opinion. Then Bro. Joseph told his 
Honor that he would now acquaint him with our design of sending 
three Brethren to Onondaga, according to the agreement which the 
late Mr. Cammerhoff made with the Indians* by a belt of wampum, 
namely, that a couple of Brethren should come and reside among 
them in order to improve in their language and occasionally speak 
to them of the true God and the faith in Jesus Christ ; and there- 
fore would beg the favor of a certificate under his hand and seal, 
that it might be done with his knowledge and sanction. The 
Governor replied, our undertaking was laudable, and that for his 
part he was so far from having any objection to it, that he would 
rather choose to further the same. He then inquired who the 
persons were, and was told .that they were Mr. Martin Mack, 
David Zeisberger and Gottfried Rundt, and acquainted with their 
respective characters ; the first only to conduct them thither and the 
two last to abide there. Thereupon Bro. Joseph put the Governor 
in mind of a detestable passage in the newspaper concerning the 
late Mr. Cammerhoff's visit among the Indians, in which the 
Governor's name was also made free with, and that he" was very 
much concerned in what proper and becoming manner the public 
might be set to rights in the affair. He answered, it was true the 
ca.se was not as there represented ; for had it been so, Mr. Cam- 
merhoff would have deserved to be made an example of. Bro- 
Joseph interrupting him said : no punishment could have been too 



* With the Sachems of the Six Nations, while at their capital, in the Summer 
of 1750. For a memoir of Bishop J. C. F. Caramerhofi' refer to p. 175. 
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severe, such conduct being no less than high treason. Nevertheless 
I remember, continued the Governor,, something of a suspicious 
nature to have been brought to my ear which my office required me 
to look into ; and upon that account I took an opportunity of 
speaking to Mr. Cammerhoff on the subject, whereby I was fully 
satisfied of his innocence, but thought it possible for him to have 
acted at least a little imprudently, though without any ill design ; 
which he had not scrupled to tell him. But having mislaid his 
memoranda he had now forgotten the particulai-s, only so much he 
remembered in general, that he was accused of attempting to draw 
the Indians to the French party, of persuading them to sell uo 
more of their lands to the English, both as they sold them too 
cheap and would hereby be in danger at last of having none left 
for themselves. Of endeavoring to bring Mr. Conrad Weisser into 
disrepute amongst the Indians, giving out that the government 
would for the future transact all its affairs with them through the 
Brethren. And also that Mr. Cammerhoff had been the cause of 
Canassetego's death, by means of the presents distributed among 
them, etc. Bro. Joseph replied that as he knew Mr. CammerhoflF 
as well as himself, together with the principles from which he 
acted, having been his fellow-laborer for several years, and having 
had sufficient opportunity of knowing the very bottom of his 
heart and thoughts, so that he could be bold to affirm that all these 
acxjusations were entirely groundless. Besides that he had in his 
custody Mr. Cammerhoff's journal, in which all the discourses he 
held with the Indians are set down word for word, and that Mr. 
Zeisberger, his only interpreter, was also now in town ready to de- 
clare the whole truth to his Honor if required. Moreover that we 
were not only from principle wholly devoted to the English gov- 
ernment, having enjoyed more favors under it than any other, l)ut 
it would* be even to act inconsistently with ourselves and our 
designs among the Indians to incline to the French party, as we 
should thereby ruin our whole work among them. The Governor 
said that he believed it, and that we had indeed reason to value the 
English government. Bro. Joseph proceeded and said : it might 
possibly be that Mr. Conrad Weisser had some such kind of 
jealousy with respect to the public affairs of the Indians ; but that 
it had been an established maxim for many years amongst us not to 
intermeddle in anything of that kind, believing it prejudicial to our 
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main business of preaching the Gospel, as we have amply declared 
in a piece in the French tongue, occasioned by such-like charges 
being insinuated in Holland to the prejudice of our missionaries in 
Berbice and the Cape of Good Hope. It would likewise here be 
doing us the greatest favor if the government would vouchsafe for 
ever to exempt us from all aifairs of a civil nature. Neither could 
we undertake anything of this kind, as it is certain the government 
may often have necessary occasion to lay before the Indians things 
not always agreesible to them, which would consequently prove ob- 
struent] ve to our purpose of winning their hearts to Jesus Christ. 

As to Canassetego's ' death, it is not at all improbable but that 
he was a valuable man adhering strictly to the English interest, he 
might have been taken off by the opposite party inclining to the 
French, by whom he was hated and envied. Yes, it may be so, 
replied the Governor, l)ut nevertheless something has been rumored 
among the Indians themselves. Bro. Joseph said: It just now 
(Kicurs to my mind that visiting a few weeks ago the Indians in 
Shomoco,* one of Shikellimy's sons gave me the following ac- 
count. That the Indians on the Susquehanna living beyond 
Wyoming had received a message with a string of wampum from 
some distant Indians, warning them in general to beware of the 



' The name of this Sachem of the Onondagas of the Iroquois occurs for the first 
time in public records in the Minutes of a Conference held with their deputies 
\>y Gov. Thomas at Philadelphia in July of 1742. On that occasion Canassetego 
was speaker for his people, and whep the defiant posture of the Delawares of the 
Forks was brought before him, he adjudged their claims to lands lying within the 
purchase of 1686 to be unwarrantable, and sternly rebuked their leaders. It was 
after this Conference, and when, on their return to Onondaga, that Zinzendorf met 
him and his fellow Sachems in Tulpehocken. Canassetego was also speaker for 
the Iroquois at Albany, where upwards of four hundred of their deputies were 
met by Gov. Clinton and Commissioners from Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania, in October of 1745, during the troublous times of Gov. Shirley's 
war. He was at Philadelphia for the last time in August of 1749 ; and on a copy 
of the deed for a purcha.se of lands effected on the 22d of that month by the 
Proprietaries' agents, Canassetego's name, with his totem, an elk, appears among 
the signatures. He deceased at Onondaga, September 6, 1 750. " Our friend Can- 
assetego, " writes Weisser to Secretary Peters, when at Bethlehem, on his return 
from Onondaga, " was buried the day before I came to the capital. His successor 
is a professed Romaii Catholic, arid devoted altogether to the Fretlch, so that I 
believe the English irttetest can be 6f ilo 63ilSidef atioil any flibre t6 the Six 
Nations." 

* Shamokin. 
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English, and especially of the Governor of Pennsylvania, who 
would send people with poisoned blankets among them in order to 
destroy them ; or else would draw and entice them to him by fine 
presents, in order to send them over the great water and make 
slaves of them. Bro. Joseph told them that this could not be true, 
but a trumped up story by the French to draw them off from their 
faithful brethren the English, that he would lay his life on it Onas 
never had such a thought, for he knew him to be an honest gentle- 
man who loved the Indians. However they desired him to ac- 
quaint the Governor with it the first opportunity; from whence it 
appeared that such-like stories were not much to be depended upon. 
The Governor was very attentive and seemed a little surprised, but 
made no reply. Bro. Joseph further said : that as to the presents, ' 
Mr. Cammerhoff looked upon it as a usual thing, especially at the 
great council of Onondaga, to make presents to the Indians, and 
accordingly took along with him some little matters for that pur- 
pose ; but that the Governor if he pleased might further inform 



' Specification of goods and trinkets furnished Bishop Cammerhoff for his journey to 
Orwndaga, and for presents to the Indian Sachems there. 

5 pr. silver arm-rings, — 2 neck-chains with medals,— 20 shirt buckels, 
— 14 pr. silver sleeve-buttons of wire-work, — 20 finger- 
rings, set with stones, crystals, etc., — 6 pr. ear-rings set with 
ditto, — i pr. plain ear rings, — 1 peacock and rings for the ear, — 
4 pr. stones for the hair, — amounting with silver, stones and 
workmanship to £29 — — 

Sundry presents in silver, collected last Summer, and now for- 
warded, amounting to 5 

20 rolls of tobacco @ 8d., ( — 13s. 4d.) 20 pair of stroud stockings, 2 
Stroud blankets, 2 pr. of stroud stockings for the Indian guide 
and his wife, amounting to 7 yds. of strouding @ 8s. 6d. per 
yard, (£2. 16s. — .) SJyds. of linen for a shirt for the Indian 
guide @ Is. 8d. per yard (— 5s. lOd.) 3 striped blankets @ 12s. 
(£1 16s. — .) 31bs. of coffee @ Is. 8d, (— 5s. — .) 21bs. of tea @ 
7s. 6d. (— 15s. — .) 81bs. of sugar @ 6d (— 4s. — .) 31bs. of choco- 
late @ Is. 8d. ( — 5s. ^.) pepper and ginger (— Is. 6d.) 3 tin 
cups (— 2s. 6d.) needles (— 10s. — .) 130 fish hooks and 3 lines 
(— 5s. — .) 24 gun-flints (— Is. — .) 1 brass kettle (— lis. ^.). 
81bs. of shot (— 3. 4d ) 31bs. of powder (— 7s. 6d.) 2 Jibs., of lead 

( lOd.) 30 pipe shanks @ 9d. (£1 .2s. 6d.) wampum (£9 

5s. — .) SOlbs. white biscuit and 301bs. brown ditto @ 3d. ( — 15s. 

— .) soap in cakes ( — 5s. — .) — amounting to 20 10 4 

Total valuation £,54 10 4 
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himself by Mr. Zeisberger (Mr. Cammerhoff's only interpreter) 
now in this city. The Governor again repeated that he could not 
now recollect the particulars, but so much he remembered that in 
speaking with Mr. Cammerhoff he found things to have been very 
much misrepresented, though he thought upon the whole, he might 
have acted a little more cautiously. In the meanwhile it was his 
opinion that the Brethren had all the reason in the world to love 
and esteem the English government above any other. To which 
Bro. Joseph answered by all means, for that many of our Breth- 
ren had felt the tyranny of popery " in prisons, and had been 
greatly oppressed even by other forms of government; and there- 
fore that we were sincerely glad and thankful to live under a Con- 
stitution governed by the wisest laws, and jointly to partake of the 
happy liberties thereof. And that our only aim among the In- 
dians was to bring them to the knowledge of their Saviour. To 
which the Governor replied that this was a good and laudable un- 
dertaking, which he for his part would rather choose to promote 
than hinder. And as to the certificate, if Mr. Spangenberg had no 
objection to it, he would lay our request before the council. Bro. 
Spangenberg replied that he was so far from having any objection, 
that he very much approved of the proposal and would stay in 
town for an answer; asking at the same time if it would not be 
well to give in a petition in writing, together with a short state 
of the case before spoken of. The Governor said yes it would be 
very well, again assuring him that for his part he would be for the 
petition, and believed none of his council would be against it. 
Upon which we very respectfully took leave of his Honor. 

Frederic Emanuel Hermann, 

Jacob Rogers. 



" The persecution of the Protestants of Moravia and Bohemia, including the 
Moravian and Bohemian Brethren, ( Unitm Fratrum,) by the Papacy, was 
the cause of that immigration to Saxony, which, between 1722 and 1727 resulted 
in the establishment of the Renewed Church of the United Brethren at 
Herrnhut. There were but few of these immigrants who had i;ot suffered for 
conscience' sake, having been deprived of their cherished means of grace, of 
their ministry, and of their churches, or else for disregarding the mandates of 
papal emissaries, and continuing to worship God after the manner of their fore- 
fatfiers. It is to them that Spangenberg alludes ; and their case must have 
presented itself vividly to the speaker, as he thought of David Nitschmann, Sr., 
of Bethlehem, who was a representative as well as a descendant of the old 
Moravian Confessors. 
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SPANGENBERG'S APPLICATION TO GOV. HAMILTON 

IN BEHALF OF THE MISSION ARIP^S MACK, 

ZEISBERGER AND RUNDT, FOR A 

PASSPORT TO ONONDAGA. 

To the Uonwahk JaniSN Hamilton, Esq., Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of Pennsylvania, etc. 
May it please your Hon(jr! 

Three of our Brethren, viz. : the Rev. Mr. Martin 
Mack, the Rev. Mr. David Zeisl)erger, and Mr. Gottfried Rundt, 
belonging to Bethlehem, having a mind to go up to Onondaga, 
agreeable to a certain promise made the Indians two years since — 
the first to conduct them thither and then return again to his pla(« 
among the Indians at Gnadenhiitten over the Blue Mountains — and 
stay awhile with the Indians and improve themselves in their lan- 
guage." 

These are therefore humbly to desire your Honor will be pleased 
to grant them a Pa.ssport for that purpose, under your hand and 
seal, which will greatly oblige 

Your Honor's 
Mo.st humble and obedient Servant, 

Joseph, alias Augustus Spangenberg.'^ 
Philadelphia, June 18, 1752. 



STATE OF THE CASE RESPECTING THE BRETHREN'S 

GOING AMONG THE FIVE NATIONS, HUMBLY 

LAID BEFORE HIS HONOR, THE 

GOVERNOR. 

The United Brethren have had it at heart from their very first 
arrival in this country, to bring the heathen to the knowledge of 



" For " John Martin Mack's narrative of a journey to Onondaga in 17.52," edited 
by John W. Jordan, refer toTAe Moravian, Vol. XXI, Nos. 44, 45, 46. 

" This petition was presented to the (rovernor and read in Council, on Wednes- 
day, the 24th of June. " The Council were unanimously disposed by all means to 
encourage and promote the convention of the Indians to the Christian faith, and 
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their God and Saviour ; but finding it not to answer their purpose 
to spealc to them by an interpreter, they have from time to time en- 
deavored to acquaint themselves with the languages of those 
Indians near whom they lived. On this account it was that the 
late Rt. Rev. John C. Frederit; Canimerhoif about two years sinre, 
with your Honor's knowledge and passport, took a journey to 
Onondaga, acccffnpanied by the Rev. Mr. Zeisberger, and proposed 
to the Council of the Five Nations two of our Brethren coming to 
live among them in order to improve in their languages. He like- 
wise at the same time asked the (Council if they approved of a 
smith from the Brethren, living among the nation of the Nanti- 
cokes at Wyoming, who had asked Mr. Cammerhoff for one, and 
had desired him to speak about it with the Chiefs at Onondaga. " 
They were kindly received and obtained this answer : that the said 
Brethren should be welcome among them for that purpose, and 
further, should be entirely at their liberty to fix their abode among 
any of the Nations they thought fit^ — either in Onondaga, or with 
the Oneidas, Cayugas, Senecas, or Mohawks. With respect to the 
smith desired by the Nanticokes, it was the opinion of the Council, 
that they as well as other Indians could make use of the smith 
already settled at Shamokin. " 

The truth of the above relation, if need be, can be made to ajj- 
pear not only by the notes of said Mr. Cammerhoff, (in which the 
speeches he made to the Indians and the answers they returned him 
are minuted down,) but also by said Mr. Zeisberger, his companion 
in travel, now in this city. 

Having given your Honor this short account, according to 

thought that the zeal expressed by the Moravian Brethren on this occasion was 
highly laudable ; but as it was to be feared that the Indians would not be pleased • 
with the Brethren's living among them, and that these might not confine them- 
selves to matters of religion, but might meddle with the affairs of government, it 
was thought proper to write to Mr. Weiser, desiring him to give his sentiments on 
this matter, and in what light the Indians would see it, and whether it could have 
any bad effect on the affairs of government. Accordingly a letter was written to 
Mr. Weiser by the Secretary." — Minwtes of Proeincial Council, June ^4, 175!!. 

" Cammerhoff had been entrusted with this commission by the Nanticokes, 
while at their town in Wyoming, immediately before his departure thence to 
Ondhdaga. iii May of 1750. 

" In Atigust of 1747 the Brethren, at the reCiuest of th6 lAdians and with the 
consent of government, built a blacksmith-shop at Shamokin. It was abandoned 
on the commencement ot Indian hostilities in October of 1755. 
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truth, I will now proceed to mention some false reports relating to 
this affair, with suitable answers thereto. 

1. That the Brethren had secretly intended to set the Indians 
against the English interest. '* 

2. That they had insinuated to the Indians to be cautious in 
selling their lands to the English. 

3. That their intention had been to get the publi* affairs between 
the Indians and this Government into their hands. 

4. That they by making presents to Canassetego, which excited 
the envy of the rest, had been the occasion of his death. 

5. That the Indians altogether objected even against the Brethren's 
coming among them. 

6. That the Brethren seemed to be against all government in 
general, and therefore against the English. 

7. That said Mr. Cammerhoff had attempted to bring the 
Indians over to a foreign Count. '* 

To the first it is answered — that it is certainly a calumny 
without foundation. The Brethren are well and sincerely affected 
to the English government, nor is it poasible for them to be other- 
wise. For, supposing the French should prevail among the 
Indians, (which God prevent ! ) then the Brethren's work among 
them, to bring them to the Christian knowledge, as well as their 
residing there for that purpose, would entirely be put a stop to. 

The second charge is equally without foundation; — said Mr. 
Zeisberger, the only person who could speak with the Indians, 
being now here ready to give his affidavit, that no such thing 
either directly or indirectly was ever insinuated to the Indians. 

As to the third; — the direct contrary is true. We dread the 
interfering in any affairs between government and the Indians, 
being apprehensive it might prove detrimental to our proper busi- 



'^ During " the five years' French and Indian War in New England and the 
parts adjacent," commonly called " Governor Shirley's War," (1744 to 1749,) the 
Moravian Missionaries in New York and Connecticut had in like manner been 
charged with disloyalty to the Crown. That war had been concluded by the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, October 18, 1748. The latter proved, however, a mere 
armistice ; for no sooner had George II granted lands and trading privileges to 
the Ohio Company in 1749, than the French of Canada made preparations for a 
renewal of the conflict, and the rival colonial powers sought each to secure the 
good-will and alliance of the Six Nation Indians, in the event of a rupture. 

"' Count Zinzendorf. 
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ness of preaching the Gospel among them ; and therefore it would 
rather be doing us a pleasure if the government would never en- 
gage any Brother understanding the Indian language in such 
matters. 

As to the fourth ; — 'tis true Mr. Cammerhoif did make presents 
to the Indians, believing it to be a general custom among them to 
receive presents when any message is presented to them. And 
therefore he took with him such things as were most easily carried, 
which he delivered to Canassetego to be equally divided among the 
chiefs, which was accordingly done. As to Canassetego's death, its 
to be admired how this is to be laid to Mr. Cammerhoff 's charge in 
any shape, considering the above state of the case. But supposing 
Canassetego to have been taken off by poison, as he was a person 
strongly attached to the English, (and for that reason particularly 
dear to us,) therefore it is not to be wondered at if some of the 
French party found means to make away with him. But after all, 
being an ancient man he may be easily supposed to have died a 
natural death. 

As to the fifth ; — how can it be true ? For said Mr. Zeisberger 
is ready to make affidavit that the Indians in their Council solemnly 
declared that they very much approved of the Brethren's coming 
among them to improve in their language ; though 'tis possible 
there may be some of the French party who don't care to see the 
Brethren among the Indians, knowing them to be entirely devoted 
to the English government. 

The Brethren, in answer to the sixth point, do believe that it is 
actually impossible for any society of people to prosper without 
government, and are very thankful to God, who gives us rulers in 
general. They willingly obey magistrates who have power over 
them, not out of fear but for conscience' sake. But as to the 
English government in particular, we like its constitution above all 
others whatsoever, and thankfully acknowledge the liberties we 
enjoy in all the British dominions. Many of us have felt the 
severe treatment of Romish powers, and therefore bless God, from 
the bottom of our hearts, for the Protestant royal family now on 
the. throne, which God long preserve ! 

As to the seventh charge;- — the Count, who goes by the name 
of Johanan among the Indians, was mentioned in Onondaga for 
this reason only, as he had some years ago agreed with some of the 
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chief's of the Five Nations in Mr. Conrad Weisser's house, that 
Brethren should come and live among them, not with a view 
of trading, but to learn their language, and then to speak only to 
such of the Indians as should have a mind and heart to hear of 
their Lord and God. Spangenberg. 

Philadelphia, June 18, 17S'i. 



SUBSTANCE 

OF WHAT PASSED AT A VISIT PAID HIS HONOR, JAMES HAMIL 
TON, ESQ., GOVERNOR OF PENNSYLVANIA, BY JACOB ROGERS 
AND JOHN OKELY, JUNE 25, 1752,— OCCASIONED BY A 
LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY PETERS ACQUAINT- 
ING MR. SPANGENBERG THAT THE COUNCIL HAD 
AS YET COME TO NO RESOLUTION WITH RE- 
SPECT TO THE PASSPORT DESIRED TO BE 
GIVEN TO THREE BRETHREN, VIZ.: MAR- 
TIN MACK, DAVID ZEISBERGER AND 
GOTTFRIED RUNDT, INTENDING 
TO MAKE A JOURNEY TO 
ONONDAGA. 



Having received our instructions from Bro. Joseph (who could 
not through indisposition wait on the Governor), we went and ac- 
(juainted his Honor with the receipt of the above letter, and that 
as the Council had as yet come to no resolution, Bro. Joseph desir- 
ing to free his Honor from too much trouble in the affair, had 
thought proper to acquaint him that the Brethren intending to 
pass through New York Government, could provide themselves 
with a passport from his Excellency there, which was presumed 
would meet with his Honor's approbation.'' Upon which he replied 
after some little pause : Mr. Spangenberg might do as he pleased ; 
but desired us to take notice that he should not by any means look 
upon this answer as a denial of the passport. ' Tis true, he had 
called his Council, and laid the matter before them, but they 
thought it was necessary to have a little more time to consider the 

" Passes were obtained from Dirk Schuyler, Justice of the Peace of New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., and Edward Holland, Mayor of New York. 



AT ONONDAGA. 337 

matter, some of them alleging they were also miaoquainte<l with 
the Brethren's principles, whether political or religious, — he an- 
swered, they seemed to fear whether the Brethren were not 
popishly inclined; '** adding that they had seen no doctrinal books 
of theirs to give them satisfaction. Indeed, that he had a book 
presented to him by the Brethren, whicih he had also perused, but 
owned it was mostly unintelligible to him; whether it was owing to 
badness of translation or some other cause, he could not tell (N. B. 
this book was the Acta Unitatvi Fratrum)}'' Mr. Rogers said, that 
as to his own person he was an Englishman, educated as a minister 
in the Church of England, in which he had officiated as such for 
some time, and therefore from his education not to be supposed in- 
clined to Popery ; and that after twelve years accjuaintance with the 
Brethren, in which time it may be presumed he had sufficient op- 
portunity to dive into the bottom of the Brethren's principles he 
had observed no such thing in them, but altogether the reverse. 
Besides, methinks, the Brethren's principles have been sufficiently 
examined into by the Parliament of England. Upon which the 
Governor said, — 'twas true, he did remember to have seen a very 
good testimony concerning the Brethren from the late Archbishop 
of Canterbury, * on which he supposed the proceedings of the 



"" The then popular belief that the Moravians were Eomanists, originated per- 
haps in a knowledge of the existence of separate houses for the young men and 
women of their settlements, and in a misapprehension of the character and pur- 
port of their religious festivals (such as Easter and Christmas,) as well as of 
the object of their exclusive policy. From their settlement in the Colonies until 
the abrogation of their Economy, in 1762, they had to contend against this 
error, and on several occasions in the interval were much embarrassed in their 
movements by the prejudice to which it subjected them. 

'^ Acta FratrumUnilatis in Anglia : London. 174^. Folio. Containing in black 
letter, " An Act for encouraging the People known by the name of Unitas Fra- 
trum or United Brethren, to settle in His Majesty's Colonies in America," passed 
in May of 1749, it being the twenty -second year of the reign of George II ; — the 
Report of the Committee to which Parliament referred the Petition of the Breth- 
ren asking for recognizance as a duly organized Protestant Church and for immu- 
nity from military service, and from taking an oath ; — and a collection of vouchers 
and testimonials bearing on the claims set up by the petitioners as to their histori- 
cal antecedents, their posture in the Church of Christ, and the character of the 
work in which they had engaged. 

* While in England in the Winter of 1737, the Trustees of the Colony of 
Georgia negotiated with Zinzendorf for missionaries to be sent to the negroes of 
South Carolina. Uncertain in his mind, whether the official acts of Moravian 
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Parliament were founded. Here the Governor (a little abruptly) 
said ; " now we are in a way of discourse, I would mention some- 
thing to you, which I must confess I am a little at a loss about, not 
that I would have you think, gentlemen, I am going to speak my 
own sentiments, or accuse the Brethren in any shape; for my part 
I have never seen anything amiss in them, nor have I anything to 
lay to their charge. But why are the Brethren so obnoxious to the 
Protestant States?^' For we find the Brethren have done something 
to make themselves so to most of the Protestant powers of Europe? 
If they were Popish States, it would not be strange. " Here he 
instanced several, viz: Holland, Saxony, Prussia, Hanover, etc. 
'Tis true, he continued, their charges against them are general and 
unfixed ; but yet he was apt to think there must be some secret 
cause for it. It was answered in general, that it was not the case; 
for, with respect to the King of Prussia,^ our Brethren had several 
settlements in his dominions, particularly in Silesia, with the King's 
consent and approbation. As to Saxony, it had granted several 
great privileges to the Brethren, and was willing to grant them 
more than the Brethren were inclined to accept. With respect to 
Holland, he was sensible it was a country pretty much governed by 
the populace, over whom the clergy had a great sway, that the 
Brethren were well known and approved of by the States, 
but could not be countenanced for fear of offending the clergy, who 

clergymen would or would not be regarded valid by the Church of England, he 
recommended that the Trustees appoint a Committee to wait upon Archbishop 
Potter, to learn his opinion concerning the Church of the United Brethren, and 
to ascertain whether anything of its doctrine was so far repugnant to that of the 
former, as to render it improper to employ Brethren to instruct the negroes in 
Christianity. A Committee was accordingly appointed, waited on his Grace, and 
in their report state, that he had been pleased to declare, " That he had long been 
acquainted through books with the Church of the Moravian Brethren, and that 
they were apostolical and episcopal, not maintaining any doctrines repugnant to 
the thirty-nine Articles, and that he was confirmed in these sentiments of them 
by the Conferences he had lately with Count Zinzendorf, one of their Brethren, 
and Director of the Church of the Moravians at Herrnhut." 

'" Their independent attitude with respect to the established Churches of the 
Continent was sufficient to bring them into disfavor, and to subject them to an- 
noyances or persecution. A parallel case was that of the dissenters in Great 
Britain. 

'" Frederic the Great. The Brethren's settlements in Silesia at this time were 
Gnadenfrei, Gnadenberg, and Neusalz. 
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were the sole cause of all the clamor raised against the Brethren 
there. ^ The Governor, wondered however, and it seemed to him 
very singular, that just when the Act in behalf of the Brethren 
passed in England, an edict against them should appear in Han- 
over. To which it was answered that the Hanoverian edict was 
undoubtedly to be imputed to the clergy. Here ^ve observed, that 
it was no unusual thing that persons who stepped out of the com- 
mon road in matters of religion (though ever such good subjects 
and peaceable people) were evilly intreated and spoken of by the 
world as had always been the case: which he readily acknowl- 
edged to be true. Here the Governor repeated that for his part he 
had neither seen nor heard anything justly to our prejudice, and 
would not have us look upon him as a person ill-disposed 
towards us. It was told him Mr. Spangenberg and the Brethren 
were sensible this was true. "For my part," said he, "I have 
nothing against their going among the Indians ; but you are sen- 
sible I have but one vote, neither can I answer for every person's 
conduct who goes thither. 'Tis certain every one has a liberty of 
going among the Indians, especially being invited, when he pleaseth, 
which is not in our power to forbid. But it's another thing, when 
persons require our passport." Yes, said we, 'tis very true; but 
our Brethren loved to do all things openly and in sight of the Gov- 
ernment, under which they lived, and therefore would not take this 
step without first acquainting the Governor with it. He answered ; 
this he knew; adding, "you may assure Mr. Spangenberg from 
me, that I have no objection to their taking a pass from the Gov- 
ernor of New York ! The Brethren may act therein as they think 
fit." Upon which we respectfully took our leave. 

Signed: Jacob Rogers, 

John Okely. 



'^ The displeasure with which the Brethren's movement in Holland and in the 
Dutch Colonies abroad was viewed by the Established Church of that country, 
culminated in the promulgation of a Pastoral Letter in October of 1738 by the 
Classis of Amsterdam. For a German translation of this fierce invective en- 
titled " Vdterlicher Hirten-brief an die bluhende Reformirte Oemeine in Amsterdam 
zur Entdeckung von, und Wamung gegen die gefahrliche Irrthiimer von denen Leuien 
welche unter dem Nahmen der Hermhuter bekannt sind," the reader is referred to the 
Budingen Collection. Part IX, No. t. 



